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KATHLEEN M. BRYANT, Montgomery County Director  

Kathleen "Kathie" Bryant, 61, passed away unexpectedly, Friday, December 30, 2011 at 

her home. She was born in Gloversville, NY, the daughter of the late Wendell and Doris 

(Cruthers) Fallis. She graduated from Gloversville High School, attended Albany Business 
College and FMCC. Kathie was a very active member of the Galway Methodist Church, 

serving on many committees. She was a member of Charlton Snowmobile Club, a direc-
tor for NYS Snowmobile Association, on the Board for Galway Food Pantry, a very active 

member of the Glenville Hills Garden Club, and enjoyed doing other charity work. She 
was very passionate about gardening. You could find her spending several hours daily in 

her spacious flower and water gardens. She is survived by her best friend and loving hus-

band of 38 years, Robert "Bob," and her brother, Richard (Pat) Fallis; her nephew, Dan; 
and many sisters and brothers-in-law, nieces, nephews, and cousins. She was also prede-

ceased by a sister, Barbara. Donations may be made to the American Heart Society, 440 
New Karner Road, Albany, NY 12205, the Galway Methodist Church, PO Box 303, Galway, NY 12074 or the Galway 

Beautification Society c/o of the Glenville Hills Garden Club, PO Box 75, Galway, NY 12074. 

NYSSA Loses Two Directors   
It is with heartfelt sadness that we send condolences to the families of two of our Directors.  

RICHARD W. MILLER, former Director, St. Lawrence County  

Richard Wester Miller, Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Canton College, passed away 

unexpectedly Friday, January 6 at his home in Canton, NY at the age of 93. Mr. Miller was 

predeceased by his loving wife of 59 years, Irene Morrison Miller. He is survived by three 
daughters: Dr. Karen (Robert) Bromley of Vestal, NY, Cheryl Miller of St. Thomas, US Vir-

gin Islands, and Michele (Thomas) Mele of Queensbury, NY; four grandchildren: Westra 
(Nathan) Miller- Fenstermacher, Esq. of Washington, DC, Christopher Mele of Troy, NY, Dr. 

Karen Mele of Pittsburgh, PA, Hanlon Miller of Boston, MA, and a favorite niece, Vicki 
Schneider of Camillus, NY. Richard was predeceased by a brother (Robert Miller) and sister 

(Mary Wirth) and he leaves behind a brother -in-law, Raymond Thompson of Owego, NY 

and several nieces and nephews. He will be missed by his SUNY Canton family, including 
special friends Dine and Joe Kennedy, Peggy Sue Levato, Beth Irvine, best friend Bob 

Whalen and his family, and his long-time buddies including; Bill Locy, Aloysius Locy, Dave 
Swanson, and others at 10 am coffee.  

Richard had a long, productive and happy life. He was a loving husband and father, a well respected teacher, an 
enthusiastic and loyal benefactor to Canton College, and a friend to many. He left a huge foot -print on the minds 

and hearts of all who knew him with his tremendous motivation and dedication to productive service, his family, his 

profession, the college, and community. In many ways his legacy is unmeasured, although the hundreds of tributes 
paid to him reveal the depth of admiration and love for this special man.  

Richard was born in Springwater, NY and graduated from Dansville High School where his mother was a teacher and 
his father was superintendent of schools. Richard attended RIT and graduated from Alfred University with a Bache-

lor of Arts, St. Lawrence University with a Masterôs degree in Education. He also attended SUNY Oswego for post-
graduate work and Utah State University on a National Science Foundation grant. He worked for General Electric in 

Schenectady for five years before becoming a professor at SUNY Canton in 1946 and later Chairman of the Electrical 
Engineering Technology Department. At the college, he established the SUNY Canton chapter of the Tau Alpha Pi 

National Honor Society for Engineering Technology to recognize students who had obtained academic excellence. In 

1975, he was named Outstanding Educator in America and in 1976 he received the SUNY Chancellorôs Award for 
Excellence in Teaching. As well, his strong teaching and scholarship were evident in a textbook he wrote in 1977, 

Servo-Mechanisms: Devices and Fundamentals published by Prentice Hall. In 1982, he received the SUNY Canton 
College Councilôs Distinguished Faculty Award, and in 1990 the Councilôs Distinguished Citizen Award. Until his recent 

death, he was an esteemed adviser for 65 years to the Alpha chapter of Theta Gamma Fraternity. He loved all his 

students and especially his TG ñfrat boysò and was a stern and principled father figure to many of them, often turn-
ing a blind eye to their escapades. He helped launch many careers, and returning alumni always made it a point to 

(Continued on page 4) 
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January, 2012 

Anne OôDell, Editor 
anne.odell@nysnowmobiler.com  

Happy New Year to all our snowmobiling friends and families!  May this year be better than 

the last and be a safe and healthy one for all.  

I was hoping for this issue, I would be telling you about some great ride that Jim Rolf and I 

took somewhere in the state but the only rides of the year involved four wheels, rubber and 
pavement.  Will winter ever come?  It looked like things were going to get started last week 

with a good cold snap but that came and went before you knew it.  (As I write this there is 
some winter weather just to the north but it is mixed with rain and sleet).  

Getting the right message across!  

At the 2011 NYSSA Annual Meeting, the Delegates present directed the Board of Directors 

to hire a public relations firm to perform a number of tasks for the Association.  At the De-
cember 2011 Board meeting, the Board voted to hire Gramercy Communications  to be 

our firm.  They attended the January 7 th Board of Directors meeting and got right into the 
work that is at hand sitting in with several of the committees to gain a better understanding 

of some the issues we face each day. 

We have already begun working with Gramercy Communications on a number of early sea-

son issues.  A few early season press releases have been distributed by the firm and we are 

getting some play in the media.  Gramercy Communications has begun working with clubs 
on improving their impact in the media and assisting them with releases and events.  

Over time, this partnership with a PR firm will produce media tools for the clubs, including 
press release templates and talking points.  You will also see changes to our website and 

with our printed materials that are distributed.  One person called me after an article ap-
peared in the last issue of the print magazine that was distributed by Supertrax and won-

dered if this would be worth the cost.   The bottom line is this effort will demonstrate its 
value by the time of the annual meeting or the member clubs will vote to do away with the 

funding. 

This effort to invest in professional public relations services is directed at doing a better job 

for you, advocating for our sport and the respect it deserves.  

Economic Assessment of Snowmobiling in NY  

During the first week of December, 6000 surveys were mailed to snowmobilers who had a 
sled registered in NYS last year.  This included both in state and out of state snowmobilers.  

After December 15th the survey was opened to all our members to complete on line.  The 

survey is an important component of a new economic assessment that we have embarked 
upon with the SUNY Potsdam Institute of Applied Research. 

Along with the Institute we learned a few lessons about trying to have 70,000 members 
complete an on-line survey.  Anything that can go wrong, will.  Working with the Institute 

we were able to work through most of the problems and for the few the Institute couldnôt 

(Continued on page 4) 
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A snow laden trail on Tug Hill. 

 

Photo by Jessica Marina, Shawangunk Snowmobile & 

Rescue Club Member, Middletown, NY. 

Did You RENEW?  

mailto:anne.odell@nysnowmobiler.com
mailto:anne.odell@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.gramercycommunications.com/
http://www.potsdam.edu/community/piar/index.cfm
mailto:dominic@nysnowmobiler.com
https://membership.nyssnowassoc.org/


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 1040, Pine Bush, NY 12566-1040 *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com  January, 2012 - Page 4  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624-3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com 

fix they sent them paper surveys to be completed.  By the time the 

survey closed January 7th, there were approximately 1000 paper 
surveys received and 4000 on-line surveys. 

Once the Institute has entered all the data, the results will be ana-
lyzed and findings published.  The assessment will be shared with 

Gramercy Communications who will help us distribute and promote 
the findings of the assessment. 

New Member Benefits  

You can expect around the end of February we will be rolling out 

some new member benefits.  At that time we hope to have a 
NYSSA ñTravel Siteò up and running.  The site will offer our 

members and their families discounts for travel related services: car 

rental discounts will be extended to Avis and Budget; you will be 
able to receive discounts at Wyndham properties including Microtel, 

Super 8, Ramada and Travelodge; Orlando vacations and more. 

Next we plan to move on a site that will offer our members cell 

phone discount plans from most of the major carriers.  

All of this will take time to get done, but you will see these services 

offered over the next several months.  

Please Keep it Safe!  

This continues to be a frustrating year for snowmobilers in New 

York and across the snow states from Michigan to Maine.  There is 

a temptation with the first snow (have faith, the snow will fall 
someday) to jump on that sled and ride with reckless abandon!  

Please take a moment and hold back.  The trails are soft, trees 
have fallen and conditions will have changed since the time club 

volunteers went out to get the trails ready for the season.  A little 

discretion at the beginning of the season will go a long way to mak-
ing this a safe season for you. 

(Executive Director, Continued from page 3) 
 

visit with him. He was an engaging conversationalist and loved 
hearing about his studentôs lives and families. With his razor sharp memory he consistently recalled things they had 

often forgotten.  

Richard retired in 1983 but did not relinquish his love of learning or commitment to Canton College and the Canton 

community. In 2003, he became the first person in the collegeôs history to donate $1 million to the SUNY Canton 
Foundation. The Richard W. Miller Campus Center and Miller Drive are testaments to this donation which inspired 

other donors. Since then, he gave another $50,000 in honor of his friendship with SUNY President, Joseph Kennedy 
and his wife, Dine Kennedy and his relationship with others at the college. His total contributions to SUNY Canton and 

the Richard W. Miller Scholarship Fund for students total over $1.6 million.  

He was an active member of the St. Lawrence Free Masons and was to receive the Meritorious Service Award (Red 

Hat) at this coming summerôs Council of Deliberation Meeting in Syracuse. With unselfish commitment over the years, 

he mentored many new Masonic members, held many positions including Grand Lecturer, Master, and Chaplain, and 
chaired several committees for various causes especially the Masonic Charities. 

Richard held offices and volunteered with many other organizations including; the St. Lawrence Community Develop-
ment Program, St. Lawrence Masonic Charities, NYS and St. Lawrence County Snowmobile Associations, St. Lawrence 

(Dick Miller, continued from page 2) 
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Communicating  
  Our  

   Impact  

 

 At the end of 2011, the New York State Snowmobile Association (NYSSA) began working with Gramercy 
Communications, an Albany communications firm, to help spread our message.  Gramercy Communications is a pub-

lic relations, marketing and public affairs firm, which works with a wide range of clients throughout New York State.  

 Gramercy Communications will assist NYSSA staff as well as local clubs on any and all communications 

needs.  The firm has already drafted press releases and secured media coverage for the association and is working 

closely with several local clubs to help promote their events and the sport.  In addition, the Gramercy Communica-
tions Team is in constant communication with NYSSA staff and is attending monthly Board of Directors meetings, to 

get a better understanding of the association and the needs of the local leaders and clubs.  

 ñWeôre thrilled to be working with the New York State Snowmobile Association,ò said 

Eric Wohlleber, Vice President, Gramercy Communications.  ñOur goal is to help the general 
public and elected officials truly understand the positive impact the association, and more 

importantly, its members have on the Upstate economy.  In working with the local leaders 
and clubs we want to provide extra sets of hands in promoting events and activities as well 

as NYSSAôs overall messages.ò 

 In addition, Gramercy Communications is assisting NYSSA by developing marketing 

materials including brochures and handouts.  The team has also agreed to present a Public Relations 101 course at 

the NYSSA Education Forum & Annual Meeting in Lake Placid, in April.  The goal of this course will be to provide 
members with the tools necessary to better promote their individual clubs and events.  

 ñWe encourage our members to utilize our partners at Gramercy Communications,ò said Dominic Jacangelo, 
Executive Director, NYSSA.  ñThey are here to work with the NYSSA staff, but even more importantly they are here 

to work for our members and assist with communications needs.  Please do not hesitate to contact myself with a 
request and we will ensure that Gramercy Communications is brought in to assist.ò 

Contact Dominic at dominic@nysnowmobiler.com if you have specific questions or needs.  

Eric Wohlleber  

County ATV Association, Canton Rotary Club, Alliance for Municipal Power, Boy Scouts of America, First Presbyterian 
Church Elder, Foundation Board Member of Canton/Potsdam Hospital, Canton Sportsmen Club, Canton Village Trus-

tee, and many Canton village committees.  

 

As well as his scholarly and community pursuits, Richard was an avid fisherman, hunter, carpenter, gardener, 
leather tooler, snowmobiler, and ATVer. He built a canoe, several boats, desks, and other furniture. With his curious 

mind and ñcan-doò attitude, he could fix just about anything. He travelled to Europe, the Virgin Islands, Canada, 
California, the Southwest, Texas, Hawaii, and Alaska. He loved technology, used his computer and printer daily, had 

just purchased and used a new cell phone, and was looking forward to attending the Wester family reunion. He 

never wanted to leave his beloved Canton and his visits with family were always short and sweet. He was a remark-
able person and loyal friend who leaves a huge hole in our hearts and lives. His motivation, drive, dedication, and 

caring for others are truly an inspiration. In many ways Richardôs legacy to us is immeasurable.  

The family suggests contributions in Richardôs name to the Canton Neighborhood Center, 5 West St., Canton Meth-

odist Church Food Kitchen, or the Richard W. Miller Scholarship at Canton College. Condolences may be sent to 
www.lawrencefuneralhome.org . 

(Dick Miller, continued from page 4) 






























































