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STATE ORAI D6 ON SNOWMO

Governor Paterson has proposed in his 201
from the snowmobile trail development and maintenance fund into the general fund over tt
next several yearsWhat you may not be aware of is that the Governor proposes to sweep $
million from the trail fund this current fiscal year! This unprecedented sweep, coming less tha
two years after a previous attempt to take $1 million during the-2008 budget process.

This unprecedented sweep is being proposed less than two years after a previous attemp
take $1 million during the 2008009 budget process was avoided with the understanding by
NYSSA and its supporters that similar raids would not be attempted in the future. Governc
Paterson stated in a pr ess ensarétkaansorey faom thesh e
registration fees wil/| be spent in a way
maintenance and related program activities

If not amended by the Legislature, the Executive Budget will redirect $1 million from the
Snowmobile Trail Devel opment and Maintena
and expand the authorized uses by the state of these funds. This will have a tremendous ne
tive impact on trail maintenance activities as the loss of these funds reduces the reimbursem
rate clubs get per mile for the costs of trail maintenance. One million dollars represents ov
20% of the total trail fund monies and is far in excess of what the state needs to maintain a
develop the minimal trail mileage on state lands.

Every snowmobiler needs to take action immediatelipy writing the their legislators and the
Governor to head off the snowmobile trail fund raid this yd2ldase write a letter to each one
to ensure they know how many people from their districts are opposed to this action.

If you utilize an example letter below, it is critical that you personalize your letter with your
own comments on this matter in a clear and respectful manner.

Example letter to Governor Paterson (MS word forn¥at)
Example letter to Governor Paterson (Text file)

Example letter to your State Senator or Assembly Member (MS word fo¥mnat)
Example letter to your State Senator or Assembly Member (Text File)

Find your NY State Senator contact information hEned My State Senator
Find your NY State Assembly Member contact information Herel My Assembly Member

To view NYSSA President Mike Fischer's letter to legislators this week ldEGRE -~
To view Governor Patterson's July 10, 2008 press releaseHthiRlE -~
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NYSSA RALLIES AGAINST STATE "RAID" ON SNOWMOBILE TRAIL FUND

February 12, 2010, Albany, NY- Calling Governor David A. Paterson's state budget proposal, "a betrayal
of the trust between his administration and our 150,000 members," the New York State Snowmobile Asso-
ciation (NYSSA) vowed to fight a mugiear, multimillion dollar state raid of the snowmaobile trail develop-
ment and maintenance fund.

"The money in the trail fund is critical to support trail maintenance activities," said Michael Fischer,
President of NYSSA. "It is money paid exclusively by snowmobilers for costs directly associated with the
state and snowmobile club responsibilities for the development and maintenance of the statewide trail sys-
tem. The state's attempt to take this money for other purposes could threaten the safety of the trail system
and certainly the longerm viability of the trail fund," Fischer charged.

This unprecedented sweep is being proposed less than two years after a previous attempt to take $1
million during the 2008009 budget process was avoided with the understanding by NYSSA and its sup-
porters that similar raids would not be attempted in the future. Governor Paterson stated in a press release &
the time that the state would "ensure that money from these registration fees will be spent in a way that spe-
cifically benefits snowmobilers... solely on trail maintenance and related program activities."

If not amended by the Legislature, the Executive Budget will redirect $1 million from the Snowmo-
bile Trail Development and Maintenance Fund to the state's General Fund each year, and expand the authol
ized uses by the state of these funds. This will have a tremendous negative impact on trail maintenance ac-
tivities as the loss of these funds reduces the reimbursement rate clubs get per mile for the costs of trail mail
tenance. One million dollars represents over 20% of the total trail fund monies and is far in excess of what
the state needs to maintain and develop the minimal trail mileage on state lands.

"NYSSA supports the efforts of the Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation and the De-
partments of Environmental Conservation in administration, trail development and maintenance, and specific
activities that benefit snowmobiling in New York," Fischer said. "We encourage OPRHP to continue to util-
ize this legitimate use of available funding to advance the sport and help provide a safe riding experience."

However, NYSSA draws the line here and "expects and our members demand the responsible stew-
ardship of the monies that we entrust to the State of New York," Fischer explained.

In a letter to all state legislators alerting them to the issue and seeking assistance, Fischer wrote: "The
thousands of snowmobile club members in your district need your help immediately to call the Governor and
the Division of the Budget and head off the anticipated snowmobile trail fund raid this year!"

Dave Perkins, NYSSA Executive Director stated, "In recent years, NYSSA member clubs have suc-
cessfully urged the Legislature to raise snowmobile registration fees in order to increase the dedicated trail
monies in the snowmobile trail fund. These increases were critically needed to keep pace with ever escalat-
ing costs to safely maintain the trail system. Snowmobilers and legislators agreed to these increases becaus
these funds were to be dedicated to reimburse snowmobile clubs to maintain the trails, and support snowmo
bile trail development and maintenance activities carried out by OPRHP and DEC."

Snowmobiling is an important component of State tourism creating-memthed jobs and generating
vital revenue to many Upstate and Western New York businesses and communities. In fact, fokny out
state snowmobilers make it a priority to visit New York for its vast miles of scenic snowmobile trails, gener-
ating much needed tourism dollars to the upstate economy. According to a recent NYSSA analysis of previ-
ous economic studies, snowmobiling contributes over $1 billion to the state's economy each year.

(Continued on pag4)
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(NYSSA Rallies, continued from p&je

Perkins continues, "Trail maintenance is an ongoing process for all snowmobile clubs that make up
NYSSA throughout the state. These clubs take on the responsibility and the financial obligation to maintain tl
trails throughout the year. Snowmobilers who use the trail system are willing to pay for it but they are not will
ing to have their registration money taken by the Division of the Budget and used for non snowmobile relatec
activities. The law is clear that the fund is for snowmobile trail maintenance. The work that clubs have done
on trails over the past 20+ years fully defines trail maintenance."

"We believe that the actions taken during the budget preparation this year violate both the spirit and the inter
of the commitments made to snowmobilers in New York in 2008 and NYSSA will continue to vigorously de-
fend the trail development and maintenance program,” Fischer vowed.

The New York State Snowmobile Association (NYSSA), the volunteer organization representing 150,000
snowmobile riders, families and clubs throughout the Empire State, is dedicated to preserving and improving
snowmobiling in New York by advocating policies that promote the growth of safe snowmobiling, improve
trails, facilities and services for participants, and protect the rights of snowmobile riders.

For more information:
Dave Perkins, NYSSA Executive Director

| |
PO Box 612, Long Lake, NY 12847612 : EMAIL THE GOVERNOR :
| |
| |

888-624-3849
Dave.Perkins@nysnowmobiler.com

Find your NY State Senator contact information here:

Find My State Senator

Find your NY State Assembly Member contact information here:

Find My Assembly Member
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NYS Snowmobile Trail Fund Budget Sweep 2010
Fact Sheet

1 The snowmobile trail fund is dedicated by state law to snowmobile trail development and maintenance,
and is funded solely by additional fees collected from snowmobile registrations.

1 Previous administrations, including Pataki and Spitzer, have attempted to sweep funds from the snow-
mobile trail fund.

1 Governor Paterson worked with the | egislature
T I'n July of 2008, Governor Paterson declared 1in
cedures to help ensure that funds paid to the State each year for snowmobile registration fees will be
dedicated to trail maintenance and other relat
woul d fAensure that money from these registrati
snowmobil ersé solely on trail mai nt enance and

1 Snowmobile registrations pay for the administrative expenses, including salaries, benefits, travel, and
other costs borne by the OPRHP snowmobile office in Albany. These registrations also pay for a match-
ing grant program that supports law enforcement on the trails by local government, and liability insur-
ance that protects the snowmobile clubs and landowners.

1 Additionally, the state is limited to a portion the trail fund to cover trail development and maintenance
on state | ands. Governor Patersond6s response i
state takes for these purposes, stating that n
and rei mbursements. 0

1 The proposed budget includes five years of million dollar sweeps from the snowmobile trail fund into
the general fund, with no accountability on where the funds would be used.

1 The proposed budget seeks to expand the uses of monies in the trail fund by language that would allow
the funds to be spent on fApublic safetyo, with

T NYSSA represents 239 clubs whose members include 67,000 families and more than 150,000 members
including 10,000 from out of state.

1  NYSSA clubs maintain more than 12,000 miles of trails in New York.

A 2008 NYSSA estimate places the economic impact of snowmobiling in New York State at more than $1
BILLION. That economic impact includes sales tax, gasoline tax, bed tax, highway tolls and other revenues
that directly benefit NYS government.

New York State Snowmobile Association
PO Box 612
Long Lake, NY 12844612
888462473849
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NYS Snowmobile Trail Fund Budget Sweep 2010
Speaking Points

Snowmobilers are outraged by the executive budget which contains a $5M raid on the
trail fund, including $1M in the current fiscal year.

Snowmobilers believe that Governor Paterson has gone back on his commitment, and
feel betrayed.

Snowmobilers are willing to support trails in New York through the fees they pay for
registrations but are not willing to fund other government activities not directly benefit-
ing the trail system and the sport.

Snowmobilers contribute thousands upon thousands of hours of volunteer time, as well
as paying for fuel, tools, materials and equipment to maintain trails in New York. The
trail fund reimburses but a fraction of those costs.

Snowmobiling generates significant tax revenue for the state as well as local govern-
ments in the form of sales taxes, highway tolls, room taxes, gas taxes, and income taxes
for employees and owners of businesses that benefit from the sport.

Raiding the snowmobile trail fund wi | |
ardize trail safety, and will undermine the economic benefits of the sport, causing some
businesses to close their doors.

Snowmobilers look to the legislature to solve this iZ&@th now and for the futuzas
we are tired of having to defend the trail fdpaid for by the 67,000 snowmobiling
familiesinNew Yorlz f r om Al banyds disregard for tl
l ing communities to the stateds economy

Snowmobilers and their families are contributing already to bail out the state budget
through additional taxes and fee increases that have been a part of the last several state
budgets. They should not now be singled out as an ongoing source of new revenue for
the state to the detriment of the trail system.

New York State Snowmobile Association
PO Box 612
Long Lake, NY 12844612
88842473849
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Executive Director Report

by Dave Perkins, Executive Director
5189 796-0897

There seems to be a perfect storm brewing requiring the snowmobiling community to ex-
press their thoughts on issues more than ever before.

The major topics of interest are:
There seems to be

T anguage in the Gov .
budget to sweep millions from the trails a perfect storr_n_ brewmg
fund and to use its 30% funds for non -trail requiring

aciivities; the snowmobiling community
1 the lawsuit brought against the APA, .

DEC, and OPRHP for the trail maintenance to express their
Guidance; thoughts on issues

1 the Amendments to the Jessup River

UMPthat contain some controversial more than ever before.
proposals;

1 APA public hearings onland classification; and

9 trail access, especially as it pertains to National Grid.

Budget Language

As soon as the Governorés proposed budget | an
Trails Fund program is being threatened again. Language in the proposed budget would
all ow the statebs portion of trails fund mone

maintenance and development. What that means is limited only by your imagination.

Capitol Group (our lobbyist) has been on top of this and in constant negotiation with the
Division of Budget to get the language changed and intent clarified. Existing trails fund law
(Parks law 27.17) allows the State to take 30% of the trails fund for snowmobile mainte-
nance and development on state lands. The real issue is in identifying and monitoring what
things that 30% is being used for.

In addition, a full million can be swept from the fund for this season and for the next four
seasons after that.

(Continued on pag®8)
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(Executive Director, continued from page
Your Response?

Snowmobilers need to actively inform their elected senator and assembly member that this type of action cannot hap-
pen. Without this funding clubs will be severely hampered in providing adequate trail maintenance.

A fact sheet and talking points are in this issue. PLEASE! Contact your elected senator and assembly member.
APA Lawsuit

Earlier in January the Adirondack Council filed a lawsuit against the agencies involved with signing the Adirondack Snow-
mobile Plan in 2006, and the APA which approved the Snowmobile Trail Siting, Construction, and Maintenance document
last November. The case will be heard in Albany County Court on March 12th.

(Continued on pag8)

IS THE TIME TO

GET
INVOLVED!
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(Executive Director, continued from page

The NYSSA Board has approved action: our attorney is to seek Intervener status in this case. It is important that our
voice be heard on this issue.

Jessup River Unit Management Plan Amendment

At the Jan 14th APA meet-
ing, DEC presented its
Amendment to the Jessup
River UMP. The JRWF
UMP was the center of a
2006 lawsuit by four envi-
ronmental groups over the
snowmobile provisions that
DEC had included in the
UMP. The lawsuit forced
decisions by the APA on
four snowmobile issues.
The mileage cap issue was
resolved last year; the re-
maining three issues were
resolved when the APA
approved the Guidelines.
The Amendment seeks to
complete the JRWF UMP
by reinstituting snowmo-
bile provisions.

The Amendment has
caused a great deal of
controversy as it attempts
to close access to the
lakes which have histori-
cally been ridden by snow-

This map shows the trails that are to be closed and the new Fish Mt trail (yellow dotted line). "fagiles for decades. In-
Fish Mt trail should only be replacing the remote interior trails that are being closed (shown inStead, everyone V_V°U|d use
red). The current Amendment plan is actually using the Fish Mt trail to replace both the lake @& new 12 mile trail that

access trails and the remote interior trails. would by-pass the lakes.
One of the provisions of

the 2006 ASP was to get trails on land instead of lakes. While this is a worthy goal and certainly promotes safety while
snowmobiling, it ignores the historical use of the frozen lakes. A significant issue in this case is that lakeside residents
and those gaining access to the trail system along the Sacandaga Oxbow trail would not be able to access the trails. It
is equally likely that snowmobilers on the new 12 mile trail would not be able to utilize any of the businesses located
along the lakes. This is especially the case in the SpeculatorLake PleasantSacandaga LakeOxbow Lake region.

Talking points on this issue have been posted on the website. Comments are due to DEC by February 19th.
Send comments on the Jessup River UMP Amendments to:

Thomas Kapelewski, Senior Forester, NYS DEC
PO Box 1316

Northville, NY 12134

Fax: (518) 863 -2546

Email: rSump@qgw.dec.state.ny.us

The JRWF UMP is the first one to be reviewed under the new Guidance document approved by the APA. There are
sever al other UMP6s that need to be amended similar to

(Continued on pag&0)
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