
The Official Publication of the New York State Snowmobile Association  

New York 
March, 2010 

Online SNOWMOBILER 

NY  Snowmobilers  
Raise $70,000  

for Pink Ribbon Riders  

 

ACTION ALERT: YOUR LETTERS & CALLS ARE NEEDED TODAY!  

http://www.nysnowmobiler.com/


NYSSA Online Magazine 

  
Contact NYSSA:   PO Box 612, Long Lake, NY 12847 -0612  *  EMAIL - nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com   March, 2010 - Page 2  
TOLL FREE: (888) 624 -3849   *    FAX: (888) 317-2441    *      www.nysnowmobiler.com  

A Second Call for Action from NYSSA and your President Mike Fischer: 

 

In Phase I of our campaign, we have called on every one of our Club Presidents and their members to write and fax let-

ters to their respective Senators and Assembly Members.  Now, we are ready to implement Phase II - reaching out to 

Governor Paterson and Budget Director Megna.  

We at NYSSA have been working with our lobbyists to take whatever actions are necessary to oppose this unwarranted 

sweep of our money from the trail fund and the expanded language in Part HH of Budget Bill S6609/A9709.  We have 

been reaching out to the Legislature and asking for their help to correct this intolerable situation. 

As President of NYSSA, I have gone to Albany and met with key Assembly Members, Senators and the Secretary to the 

Senate Finance Committee to express our opposition to the language in Part HH of Budget Bill S6609/A9709 that would 

expand the allowable use of monies in the snowmobile trail fund to include ñpublic safety activities,ò and urge that this 

language be removed from the budget as well as express our opposition to this unprecedented sweep from the trail fund.  

I am calling on every one of our Club Presidents and their members to fax a letter and place calls to Governor David 

Paterson and New York State Budget Director Robert Megna asking them to rescind the $1 million sweep of the Snow-

mobile Trail Fund and to remove the language in Part HH of Budget Bill S6609/A9709. 

We are providing all of you with model letters in order to ensure a clear, consistent, and resolute message. Club officers: 

please use the attached Governor and Budget Director model letter and copy them to your Club Letterhead.  Club mem-

bers should make sure to sign their letters and include their home address. 

Fax your letters to both the Governor and Budget Director as soon as possible. We must act quickly to let them 

know about our opposition to this unwarranted action. Please fax your letters to the following:  

¶ Fax line for Governor Paterson: 518-474-1513 

Fax line for Director Megna: 518-402-2298 

 

We request that telephone calls be made to the Governorôs Office and Division of the Budget.  Before any call is made, 

please use the provided talking points when speaking with the Governorôs Office and Division of the Budget.  Please 

remember to be polite and courteous throughout your conversations with both offices.  To voice your opinion 

please call the following:  

¶ Telephone line for Governor Paterson: 518-474-8390 

Telephone line for Division of Budget: 518-473-3885 

We ask that you continue sending letters to your respective Senators and Assembly Members.  You can deter-

mine who your Senator or Assembly Members are by using the zip code look-up device at going to the follow-

ing sites: 

For the Senate: http://www.senate.state.ny.us/senatehomepage.nsf/senators?OpenForm 

For the Assembly: http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/ 

The NYS Board of Election: http://nymap.elections.state.ny.us/nysboe/ 

You can get the fax numbers of your legislators from the Senate and Assembly sites.  

Please act quickly and send your letters and make your calls.  Thanks for your attention to this most pressing issue facing 

NYSSA and the clubs. 

 

Mike Fischer 

NYSSA President 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.senate.state.ny.us/senatehomepage.nsf/senators?OpenForm
http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/
http://nymap.elections.state.ny.us/nysboe/
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Member Letter to the Governor 

 

Date 

 

Honorable David Paterson 

Governor 

State Capitol 

Albany, New York 12224 

Re: Sweep of Snowmobile Trail Funds by the 

Governor 

 

Dear Governor Paterson: 

 

As an avid snowmobiler and a member of (name of your club), I strongly oppose your budget proposal to ñsweepò $5 

million from the snowmobile trail development and maintenance fund into the general fund over the next several years. 

As you know, you have proposed to sweep $1 million from the trail fund during the current fiscal year.  This is an un-

precedented sweep, coming less than two years after a previous attempt to take $1 million during the 2008-2009 

budget process.  I urge you to rescind this action. 

As you are aware, this money comes from snowmobile registration fees and is desperately needed for maintaining and 

developing the statewide trail system.  Trail maintenance is an ongoing process for my club and all of the 239 snow-

mobile clubs that make up the NYS Snowmobile Association (NYSSA).  These clubs take on the responsibility and the 

financial obligation to maintain the trails throughout the year. Snowmobilers who use the trail system are willing to 

pay for it but they are not willing to have their registration money taken by the Division of the Budget. 

This sweep undermines the credibility of the fund, violates a public trust and will devastate our ability to adequately 

and safely maintain the state trail system and will jeopardize the impact of snowmobiling on the upstate winter econ-

omy.  Contrary to the Budget staffôs calculation, everyone involved in the trail fund program knows that there are not 

enough revenues in the trail fund now to meet current trail maintenance obligations. 

NYSSA is further opposed to the language in Part HH of Budget Bill S6609/A9709 that expands the allowable use of 

monies in the snowmobile trail fund to include ñpublic safety activities,ò and urge that this language be removed from 

the budget.  By allowing snowmobile registration fees to be taken from their intended use and transferred to the gen-

eral fund under the guise of public safety, while removing any accountability regarding the use of these funds, the pro-

posed budget would result in millions more swept from the snowmobile trail fund in coming years. 

Snowmobiling is an important component of State tourism creating much-needed jobs and generating vital revenue to 

many Upstate and Western New York businesses and communities.  Many small businesses rely on snowmobiling for 

their survival through the winter.  According to the New York State Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation, snowmobiling contributes over $1 billion to the stateôs economy each year. 

The snowmobile community looks to your continued commitment to snowmobiling, so vitally-important to the eco-

nomic well being of many upstate communities, by seeking your help in rescinding this damaging budget sweep of the 

Snowmobile Trail Fund. 

 

Sincerely, 

(Your signature and address) 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
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Member Letter to Budget Director 

 

Date 

 

Director Robert L. Megna 

New York State Division of the Budget 

Budget Services Unit 

State Capitol 

Albany, New York 12224     Re: Sweep of Snowmobile Trail Funds by the Governor 

 

Dear Director Megna: 

 

As an avid snowmobiler and a member of (name of your club), I strongly oppose the Governorôs budget proposal to ñsweepò $5 

million from the snowmobile trail development and maintenance fund into the general fund over the next several years beginning 

with his  proposal to sweep $1 million from the trail fund during the current fiscal year.  This unprecedented sweep, coming less 

than two years after a previous attempt to take $1 million during the 2008-2009 budget process, must be rejected.  

As you know, this money comes from snowmobile registration fees and is desperately needed for maintaining and developing the 

statewide trail system.  Trail maintenance is an ongoing process for my club and all of the 239 snowmobile clubs that make up the 

NYS Snowmobile Association (NYSSA).  These clubs take on the responsibility and the financial obligation to maintain the trails 

throughout the year.  Snowmobilers who use the trail system are willing to pay for it but they are not willing to have their registra-

tion money taken by the Division of the Budget. 

This sweep undermines the credibility of the fund, violates a public trust and will devastate our ability to adequately and safely 

maintain the state trail system and will jeopardize the impact of snowmobiling on the upstate winter economy.  Contrary to the 

Budget staffôs calculation, everyone involved in the trail fund program knows that there are not enough revenues in the trail fund 

now to meet current trail maintenance obligations. 

NYSSA is further opposed to the language in Part HH of Budget Bill S6609/A9709 that expands the allowable use of monies in 

the snowmobile trail fund to include ñpublic safety activities,ò and urge that this language be removed from the budget.  By allow-

ing snowmobile registration fees to be taken from their intended use and transferred to the general fund under the guise of public 

safety, while removing any accountability regarding the use of these funds, the proposed budget would result in millions more 

swept from the snowmobile trail fund in coming years. 

Snowmobiling is an important component of State tourism creating much-needed jobs and generating vital revenue to many Up-

state and Western New York businesses and communities.  Many small businesses rely on snowmobiling for their survival through 

the winter.  According to the New York State Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, snowmobiling contrib-

utes over $1 billion to the stateôs economy each year. 

The snowmobile community looks to your continued commitment to snowmobiling, so vitally-important to the economic well 

being of many upstate communities, by seeking your help in rescinding this damaging budget sweep of the Snowmobile Trail 

Fund. 

 

Sincerely, 

(Your signature 

And address) 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
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Member Call to the Governorôs Office 

 

(call 518-474-8390) 

 

[You}:  My name is __________, and I am an avid snowmobiler and a member of (name of your club), I am 

calling to voice my opinion regarding Governor Patersonôs budget proposal to ñsweepò $5 million from the 

snowmobile trail development and maintenance fund into the general fund over the next several years. 

 

[Staff]: The staffer may or may not transfer you, if not ask to speak with someone in the Gov-

ernorôs office regarding this issue.  

 

[You]:  Thank you. I want the Governor to know that this unprecedented sweep, coming less than two years 

after a previous attempt to take $1 million during the 2008-2009 budget process, must be rejected. As you are 

aware, this money comes from snowmobile registration fees and is desperately needed for maintaining and 

developing the statewide trail system. This sweep undermines the credibility of the fund, violates a public 

trust and will devastate our ability to adequately and safely maintain the state trail system and will jeopardize 

the impact of snowmobiling on the upstate winter economy.  

 

[Staff]:  The staffer may or may not respond, but donôt get mad at the staffer. 

 

[You]: Okay thank you, I understand. I would also like to let the Governor know that I am opposed to the 

language in Part HH of Budget Bill S6609/A9709 that expands the allowable use of monies in the snowmo-

bile trail fund to include ñpublic safety activities,ò and urge that this language be removed from the budget. 

By allowing snowmobile registration fees to be taken from their intended use and transferred to the general 

fund under the guise of public safety, while removing any accountability regarding the use of these funds, the 

proposed budget would result in millions more swept from the snowmobile trail fund in coming years. 

 

[Staff]: The staffer may respond and ask you your name and contact information. Without this 

information the comment will not be logged. 

 

[You]: Thank you very much for taking my call today, I appreciate your time. Please let Governor Paterson 

know that I will continue to follow the situation closely. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
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Member Call to the director of the Budgetôs Office 

 

(call 518-473-3885) 

 

[You}:  My name is __________, and I am an avid snowmobiler and a member of (name of your club), I am 

calling to voice my opinion regarding Governor Patersonôs budget proposal to ñsweepò $5 million from the 

snowmobile trail development and maintenance fund into the general fund over the next several years.  

 

[Staff]: The staffer may or may not transfer you, if not ask to speak to someone within the 

Budget Office regarding this issue.  

 

[You]:  Thank you. I want Director Megna to know that this unprecedented sweep, coming less than two 

years after a previous attempt to take $1 million during the 2008-2009 budget process, must be rejected. As 

you are aware, this money comes from snowmobile registration fees and is desperately needed for maintain-

ing and developing the statewide trail system. This sweep undermines the credibility of the fund, violates a 

public trust and will devastate our ability to adequately and safely maintain the state trail system and will 

jeopardize the impact of snowmobiling on the upstate winter economy.  

 

[Staff]:  The staffer may or may not respond, but donôt get mad at the staffer. 

 

[You]: Okay thank you, I understand. I would also like to let Director Megna know that I am opposed to the 

language in Part HH of Budget Bill S6609/A9709 that expands the allowable use of monies in the snowmo-

bile trail fund to include ñpublic safety activities,ò and urge that this language be removed from the budget.  

By allowing snowmobile registration fees to be taken from their intended use and transferred to the general 

fund under the guise of public safety, while removing any accountability regarding those use of these funds, 

the proposed budget would result in millions more swept from the snowmobile trail fund in coming years. 

 

[Staff]: The staffer may respond and ask you your name and contact information. Without this 

information the comment will not be logged. 

 

[You]: Thank you very much for taking my call today, I appreciate your time. Please let Director Megna 

know that I will continue to follow the situation closely. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com


Cover Photo:  

Cover Photo:  Denell Douglas (in 

pink), a member of the Lost Trails 

Snowmobile Club in Boonville, NY, won 

óBest Decorated Sledô at the NY Pink 

Ribbon Riders Sled Run, February 26-

27 2010. Denell rides in honor of her 

sister Dawn Abel (in blue), whose can-

cer is now in remission.  

Photo provided by Betty Haig 
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March, 2010 

Anne OôDell, Editor 
anne.odell@nysnowmobiler.com  

Executive Director Report  
by Dave Perkins, Executive Director  
518ð796-0897  

Governorôs Sweep of Trails Fund Monies 

The plan by the State of New York to remove a million dollars of snowmobile trails fund 

money each year over a five year period puts our trails fund program in jeopardy.  This 

threat is different than what happened two years ago as the State recognized that they 
made a mistake is sweeping our fund.  This time their plan is a very deliberate attempt to 

repeat the same action as before. 

Considerable effort has been made to reverse this plan.  Our hope is with the NYS Legisla-

ture.  Snowmobile clubs were asked to make contact with their elected officials in the Legis-
lature to put a stop to the raid of our trail fund monies.  As the Governor and Division of 

Budget are convinced that this action is perfectly fine as the Fund replenishes itself annu-
ally, it will be up to the Legislature to reverse the impending action.  Letters to members of 

the Legislature are required.  Capitol Group provided us with information on any specific 

legislators to contact. 

A second call to action has been issued for the snowmobile community to contact the Gov-

ernorôs office and the Budget Directorôs office to express your concerns regarding the 
planned sweep of the snowmobile trails fund and the change in language that could open 

up uses of the trails fund for non -trail expenses. 

Consult the website for the latest information.  

 

Adirondack Park Lawsuit  

It appears that there will be an extension of the court date to resolve this issue.  Originally 

scheduled for March 12th, likely the case will not be heard until sometime in June.  The At-
torney Generalôs office is handling this case.  Our attorney, Dave Linger, has been in contact 

with the AGôs office to provide whatever assistance possible.  NYSSA will be submitting for-

mal written opposition to the topics brought out in the lawsuit to the Court.  

 

Jessup River UMP  

Following a meeting in mid-February attended by several stakeholders in this issue, the 
deadline for submitting written comments on the JRWF UMP Amendments has been ex-

tended to March 29 th .  There is a great deal of concern over attempts to shut down lake 

(Continued on page 9) 
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 Congrats New York Snow Run ñ $70,000 Raised!  
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access to residents and businesses along the three lakes in the southern part of the Unit. 

Anyone that has snowmobiled in the Speculator/Lake Pleasant area knows that denying access to businesses alongside 
the lakes that have traditionally catered to snowmobilers has the potential for severe economic impacts.  In addition, 

many residents of that area would likely not be able to access the trail system from their own homes.  

Comments to DEC are needed. 

 

APSTC 

The third annual Adirondack Park Snowmobile Trails Conference is scheduled for Saturday, March 27th at the Theater in 

Indian Lake.  Speakers will be presenting information from the APA, DEC, DOT, and OPRHP.  In addition, a speaker is 

also attending to talk about efforts to turn the Upper Hudson Railroad into a bike path. The Conference is likely to last 
approximately 3 hours. 

There is no cost to attend the Conference but advance notice to attending is requested.  Please contact  
daveperkins@nysnowmobiler.com to indicate your attendance.  

Every club with trails in the Adirondacks needs to be represented to hear about upcoming UMPôs, AANR renewals, creat-
ing work plans, and other issues relating to the newly approved snowmobile trail citing guidance.  

It is expected that UMPôs will begin the public comment process much like the Jessup River UMP.  UMPôs should begin 
rolling out this in the next few months.  

 

Forum 2010  

We are only a few weeks away from the Forum in Syracuse.   

A new online registration program has been made available for club representatives to sign up for the Forum, choose 
which classes to attend, select their meals, and pay for it all.  So far this process seems to be working well.  

 

Forum Chainsaw Class  

On Friday, April 17th a chainsaw safety class is scheduled as part of the opening day of the Forum.  Last year instructor 
costs were picked up by DEC.  This year that likely will not be the case so there is a class fee of $20 per person.  There 

is still a slim chance that DEC will be able to cover this expense but that is not known at this point.  DEC went to bid for 
5 chainsaw safety classes located in different parts of the state.  Once specific information on these classes is known 

clubs will be notified.  

 

RTP Grants  

It is expected that there will be much less funding available in the next round of RTP grants.  This will definitely have an 

impact on the number of grants awarded for this next round.  RTP applications should be out early this fall.  Given the 
financial situation with state government, it is uncertain how regional workshops might be structured.  More information 

will be coming out in the next few months.  

There are clubs that were included in the press release for an RTP grant in the last round two years ago.  It appears 

that there are some holdups in DOT that is causing some clubs to not get the award announcement letter to initiate the 
actual purchase of the groomer.  It is unclear how this delay could affect availability of the machine being purchased.  

 

Insurance Handbook  

Any accident that occurs on your trails has the potential of becoming a legal case.  It is paramount and required of clubs 
that they report the details of an accident to our insurance agent.  The Insurance Handbook has been posted on the 

(Executive Director, continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 10) 

REGISTER FOR  
THE FORUM HERE!  
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NYSSA website on the member side only.  It is under the link for Trails Pro-

gram/Insurance.  

Access  

As always, an important issue. 

The recently announced closures of State Parks and historic areas could have a 

significant impact on trail systems that cross these state facilities.  The Parks 
and Trails NY website shows a list of park closures.  That website is at  

http://www.ptny.org/  

National Grid has informed us that their executive staff has approved reviewing current License procedures and lan-

guage to determine if any revisions are needed.  It is likely a meeting will be held with the company sometime in 
March. 

Snowmobile clubs in Rensselaer County for the first time gained access to a wildlife management unit to utilize roads 
for trails that connect three clubs.  Sometime during the winter someone drove a 4 -wheel drive vehicle over the roads 

virtually destroying the groomed trails.  Contact is being made with DEC regarding this destruction.  

Landowner and snowmobilers complaints have been increasing from the recent snowfalls. 

The Alice Brook trail in St Lawrence trail is being looked at for a possible UMP amendment that would classify that trail 
as a Class II trail under the new Guidance. 

September 19-24 the World Canal Conference will be held in Rochester. 

 

(Executive Director, continued from page 9) 

 
Comment deadlines :   

March 19 th  for the APAôs land classifi-

cation package;  

March 29 th  for the Jessup River Wild 

Forest comments. 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com
http://www.nysnowmobiler.com
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Thank You! This column marks my last report in the NYSSA Magazine as your president. The past two years have 
flown by. While we have had a never -ending barrage of issues to deal with, I must say that I am honored and grateful 

for having had the privilege of serving NYSSA. I have enjoyed getting out to meet many of you as I attended club and 

district meetings, events, and riding on the trails.  

As NYSSA looks to the future, we must find ways to improve our operations to better fulfill our mission. The sport has 

been on the defensive; at times we have struggled to find credibility. NYSSA clubs have responded to the challenges 
by improving the way we do business. Our improved relationships with landowners and local governments, our in-

creased focus on charity, improvements in trail safety with better signage and more frequent grooming, and our com-
mitment to support the businesses who depend on snowmobiling have all contributed to enhancing the image of our 

sport in New York. 

Gary Broderick has been nominated by the Board to run for president. Gary has been invaluable in helping me to rep-
resent you, and our tenure together has been a partnership. I support Gary in his bid to serve as president, and I 

hope that you will too. To all who make up our organization, from groomer operators and stake pounders to NYSSA 
board members, officers and staff, thank you!  

Trail Fund Sweep  

It is critical that every club officer and board member reach out to your legislators, the governor, and 
the budget director to oppose the raid on YOUR registration dollars. Contact info, sample letters and tele-

phone scripts are available in this issue. The NYSSA board authorized the formation of an ad hoc committee to study 
ways to safeguard the trail fund so that this type of sweep will not be possible in the future. Meanwhile, please help 

us protect the fund. Make those calls!  

Madison County Sponsor Ride  

In one of my last group rides of the year, I had the pleasure of 

touring Madison County trails with Kyle Hirt, the MCASC president, 
Tom Baker, MCASC trails coordinator, and Jim Petreszyn, Associate 

Planner for Madison County, who serves as the county sponsor. We 
were joined by Tom Hanggi and Chuck Swanson, Trail Coordinator 

and Trail Captain for the Chittenango Polar Bears respectively. 

Madison County has a somewhat unique situation in that the corri-
dor trail runs a few hundred yards from Jimôs office in Wampsville. 

It is always difficult when visiting him during the winter and riders 
swing past his window on the trail.  

During our ride, we visited a bridge installed on the Lehigh Valley 

Railroad south of Cazenovia. This trail, maintained by the Snow 
Valley Riders, is a scenic run that showcases just how well multi-

purpose trails can work. 

    (more photos next page)  

Presidentôs Message 
by Mike Fischer mfischer@nysnowmobiler.com  

Inspecting the Snow Valley Riders Bridge on the  

Lehigh Valley Railroad. Photos by Gary Broderick. 
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