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December, 2011 

Anne OôDell, Editor 
anne.odell@nysnowmobiler.com  

ñFrom the Deskò 

The long term forecast looks like winter is finally going to slowly  emerge in the Albany area 

with only slightly better forecasts for areas north of here.  The contrast between the green 

grass and brown trees is striking but we would rather see all white!  

Doing it better!  

At this yearôs Annual Meeting the body directed the Board of Directors to hire a public rela-

tions firm to perform a number of tasks for the Association.  At the December meeting, the 

Board voted to hire Gramercy Communications to be our firm.  Gramercy Communications 
has many tasks in front of them, with many of these tasks of equal importance.  Job one for 

the firm is to ensure that snowmobiling is always perceived and promoted in the most fa-
vorable of terms.  In order to do that effectively Gramercy Communications will be reaching 

out to some clubs and snowmobilers to gather various perspectives on our sport. I hope 
that you will welcome their call if it comes.  

We have already begun working with Gramercy Communications on a number of early sea-
son issues.  It is encouraging to see their enthusiasm for getting started even before a con-

tract is signed.  One task that we have specifically asked Gramercy Communications to fo-

cus on is help for the clubs.  I was talking with a club president the other day who was very 
frustrated by a public meeting that his club recently attended regarding a local controversy. 

While the opponents were quoted, the local media never sought out the clubôs comments 
creating a one-sided story.  Working with Gramercy Communications, we can avoid that 

happening in the future to any of our clubs.  

Over time, this partnership with a PR firm will produce media tools for the clubs, including 

press release templates and talking points.  You will also see changes to our website  and 
with our printed material that are distributed.  

This effort to invest in professional public relations services is directed at doing a better job 

(Continued on page 4) 

From the Executive Director  
Dominic Jacangelo  
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for you, advocating for our sport and the respect it de-
serves. 

Economic Assessment of Snowmobiling in NY  

During the first week of December, 6,000 surveys were 

mailed to snowmobilers who had a sled registered in NYS 
last year.  The survey is an important component of a new 

economic assessment that we have embarked upon with 
the SUNY Potsdam Institute of Applied Research.  I am 

happy to report that the International Snowmobile Manu-

facturers Association has agreed to provide us with a 
$4,000 grant to support this work.  Jim Rolf worked his 

magic with the Oneida County Visitors Bureau who voted at 
their last board meeting to provide NYSSA with a $2500 

grant also in support of the project. While, I have not  

received a confirmation, St. Lawrence County Chamber was also considering a small donation to the project.  

If you were one of the lucky ones to have received this survey, please complete it.  As a convenience the 

Institute has provided you with instruction on how to complete the survey on line. NOTICE: If you had trouble com-
pleting the survey on line over the weekend (12 -10), the problem has been corrected.  We thank you for your pa-

tience.    Didnôt get a survey?  Stand by: within a week we will be sending an e -mail to every member of NYSSA 
on how you can complete the survey on line.  

The results of the survey will be shared with Gramercy Communications who will help us distribute and promote the 
findings of the assessment. 

On Line Map  

Much has been stated about the on line map that is prominently featured on the NYSSA home page.  The map was 

offered to NYSSA for free by Jimapco, an upstate map making company.  There are mistakes in the map due to ei-
ther mistakes in the data or the difficulty in converting data to the map format.  The map is primarily a promotional 

tool where anyone can see the extent of the snowmobile trail system in the state.  This is particularly important to 
those who do not live in the area where they ride or are interested in trailering or riding to a new area.  The on 

line map should not be depended on for trail navigation.  There is simply no substitute for a club or 

association guide.   The sale of these guides (maps) are extremely important to the clubs or local asso-
ciation and just as importantly, promote local businesses.  Please buy a map where you ride! You will 

be glad you did! Hope for snow and see you on the trail!  

(Executive Director, Continued from page 3) 
 

Shootout Success 
The annual Shootout in Woodgate on Friday, December 9, held 

in conjunction with the Snodeo in Old Forge was supported by 

the Lost Trail Snowmobile Club.  Shown here are members 

Sally Devins, Cindy Lee and Bob Ely with their offerings of new 

trail maps, gas raffle chances (funding for the groomer fuel), the 

newly available Super Raffle tickets from NYSSA, a 50/50 raf-

fle and the new line of Lost Trail clothing, designed by Boon-

ville's own Bonnie Yager of Y-Designs.  

 

While overall attendance was down somewhat from previous 

years, Lost Trail felt that 'business' was good and well worth the 

effort.  
Photo and text provided by Betty Haig. 
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